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Morganic Corporation, located in the heart of Arkansas,
spent the past decade providing great organic crops at a
competitive price, growing into the ninth leading organic
farming operation in the country. As a seasoned writer
with access to Richard Taylor, the founder and president
of Morganic, I writing_a_profile piece on Taylor
for your magazine. I believe the time has come to cover
Morganic's rise in the organic farming industry. The
piece would run in the normal 800 — 1,200 word range
with photographs available of Taylor and Morganic’s
operation. Thank you for your consideration of this
article. I hope to hear from you soon.
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Mark was partjgipating in freestyle swimming competitions
in this Olympicsé{e had a firm belief that he could get a
medal in the 20#m. Swimming was dominated by Americans
at the time, £o Mark was dreaming of becoming a national
hero for hig country, Britain. That day, Mark was competing
last race —the final round of the 200m. He had
training and was ready. One minute and fifty

secondy later, it was all over. He had tried hard and, at his
best, yas ranked number four. He fell short of a bronze
medal [by 0.49 of a secopd. And that was the end of Mark’s

swimming career. He was heartbroken. He had nothing left.

@ wofried — hopeful @ grateful — fearful
ed — jealous @ indifferent — upset
& confident — disappointed
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There is no denying that engaging in argument carries
certain significant risks. When we argue, we exchange and
examine reasons with a view toward believing what our best
reasons say we should believe; sometimes we discover that
our current reasons fall short, and that our beliefs are not
well supported after all. Or sometimes we discover that a
belief that we had dismissed as silly or obviously false in
fact enjoys the support of highly compelling reasons. On
other occasions, we discover that the reasons offered by
those with whom we disagree measure up toe-to-toe with
our own reasons. In any of these situations, an adjustment in
our belief is called for; we cha at_we_believe, or
revise it, or replace it, or suspend belief alfogether.
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@ Thanks to the power of reputation, we help others without
expecting an immediate return. thanks to endless chat and
intrigue, the world knows that y(ﬂqifela good, charitable
guy, then vou boost vour chance of being helped by someone
else at some future date. The converse is also the case. [
am less likely to get my back scratched, in the form of a
favor, if it becomes known that [ never scratch anybody
else’s. Indirect reciprocity now means something like “If T
scratch your back, my good example will encourage others to
do the same and, with luck, someone will scratch mine.” By
the same token, our behavior is endlessly shaped by the
possibility that somebody else might be watching us or might
find out what we have done. We are often troubled by the
thought of what others may think of our deeds. In this way,
our actions have consequences that go far beyond any
individual act of charity, or indeed any act of mean-spirited

malice. We all behave differently when we know we live in
O _j_he shadow of the future# That shadow 1is cast by our

actions because there is always the possibility that others

will find out what we have done.
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are distracted by inner conflict
) fall short of our own expectations

seriously compete regardless of the results

@

are under the influence of uncertainty
¥ ultimately reap what we have sown
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When you experience affect without knowing the cause,
you are more likely to treat affect as information about the
world, rather than your experience of the world. The
|psvchologist Gerald L. Clorle has spent decades performing
clever experiments to better understand how people make

decisions every day based on gut feelings. This phenomenon
is called Iaffec[fve reaf;’sml because we experience supposed
facts about the world that are created in part by our
feelings. For example, people report more happiness and life

satisfaction on sunny days, but only when they are not
explicitly asked about the weather. When you apply for a job
or college or medical school, make sure you interview on a
sunny day, because interviewers tend to rate applicants more
negatively when it 1s rainy. And the next time a good friend
snaps at you, remember affective realism. Mayvbe your friend
is irritated with you, but perhaps she didn't sleep well last
night, or maybe it's just lunchtime. The change in her hody
budget, which she’s experiencing as affect, might not have
anvthing to do with vou.
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